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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609, 
applicants submit the following Disclosure Statement concerning art of which the 
applicants are aware. A copy of PTO-1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Under Rule 98(a)(3), no concise explanation of relevance is required for 
information that is in the English language. Copies of the following art are enclosed. 

U.S. Patent No. Date Inventor(s) 

AA 5,916,568 06/1999 Smyth, et al. 

AB 5,868,998 02/1999 Larose, et al. 

CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 1.10 
"Express Mail" Mailing Label Number: EL545797084US Date of Deposit: January 26, 2001 

I hereby certify that this Preliminary Amendment is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express 
Mail Post Office to Addressee" Service under 37 GFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to the 
Assistant/Commissioner for Patents, BO£J*atent /application, Washington, D. C. 20231. 



Under Rule 97(b)(3), this information disclosure statement is being filed 
before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits and accordingly no fee is 
believed to be necessary; however, if any fees are due, please charge Deposit Account 
No. 06-0308. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN, 
MINNICH & McKEE, LLP 



imothy E/yNauman 
Reg. No. 32,283 

1100 Superior Avenue, 7th Floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2518 
(216) 861-5582 
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